 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
March 17, 2026
CITY HALL
121 S. MERIDIAN

Mayor Truman called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Ronald Colbert, Eric Scriven, Amy Reid, Ben Anderson, Gina Gregory, Jeanne Daniels, Chris Evans and Matt Stamm. 

Members Absent:	None	

Staff Present:		Lloyd Newman, Public Safety Director
Rodney Eggleston, Public Works Director
Kyle Fiedler, Community Development Director
Neal Owings, Parks and Public Buildings Director
Barry Arbuckle, City Attorney
Clint Miller, Finance Director
[bookmark: _Hlk218772546]Kristi Carrithers, City Clerk/HR Director
Cyndra Kastens, City Administrator

Press present:		Ark Valley News
			
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Stamm moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Evans. Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.

ADMINISTRATION AGENDA – 
Gregory moved to approve the minutes of March 3, 2026, regular City Council meeting as presented, seconded by Colbert Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.  

PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS – 
RECOGNITION OF KYLE LANKFORD – WSU GORE SCHOLARSHIP
Mayor Truman wanted to congratulate Kyle on the scholarship.

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM -JULIE STIMSON
Julie Stimson invited the public to attend a CERT training on traumatic events.  Training will be held at the Valley Center Community Building March 27 through March 29, 2026. 

PUBLIC FORUM – None

APPOINTMENTS – 
VALLEY CENTER PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD
Mayor Truman requested the re-appoint Barbara Jarman & Micheal Vo. Their term will expire April 2030.  Evans moved to approve the re-appointment of Barbara Jarman & Micheal Vo to the Valley Center Public Library Board, seconded by Stamm. Vote Yea: unanimous.

VALLEY CENTER PUBLIC PROPERIES & OUTDOOR SPACES BOARD
Mayor Truman requested the re-appointment of Roger Stewart & Larry Hoetmer 1-year appointments.  Anderson moved to approve the re-appointment of Roger Stewart & Larry Hoetmer to the Valley Center Public Properties & Outdoor Spaces Board, seconded by Gregory. Vote Yea: unanimous.

Mayor Truman requested the re-appointment of Andy Quandt & Raymond Ortega 2-year appointments.  Reid moved to approve the re-appointment of Andy Quandt & Raymond Ortega to the Valley Center Public Properties & Outdoor Spaces Board, seconded by Evans. Vote Yea: unanimous.

OLD BUSINESS – None

NEW BUSINESS- 
A. [bookmark: _Hlk86928317]HARVEST PLACE CHANGE ORDER #2
 Jake Vasa with SEH presented approval of change order #2 for Harvest Place. 1. Lowering of the two SWS pipes crossings on Emporia Ave. 2. Extending the 8” WL out from under the pavement at Sunflower Ave & 93rd. 3. Curb inlets too far extended into curb & gutter. These changes are due to the addition of an
[bookmark: _Hlk210891977]extra entrance. Amount of the change order is $37,654.07.   Jake Vasa stated that SEH is taking responsibility for the costs of all items of the change order except the $7,412.33 for the 8” WL behind back of the curb. SEH costs to be adjusted in SEH’s billing. Anderson moved to approve the change order approval of Harvest Place, change order #2 in the amount of $37,654.07 and authorize Mayor to sign. Motion seconded by Stamm Vote yea: unanimous. Motion Carried. 

B. [bookmark: _Hlk206676058]TRAILS END PHASE I CHANGE ORDER #1
Jake Vasa with SEH presented approval of change order #1 for Trails End Ph #1. The change order is due to lines not connecting at the same elevation and deduction of one fire hydrant assembly. Change orders are in the amount of $31,466.00.  Stamm moved to approve the change order approval of Trails End Ph I change order #1 in the amount of $31,466.00 authorize Mayor to sign. Motion seconded by Evans Vote yea: unanimous. Motion Carried. 

C. [bookmark: _Hlk205884825][bookmark: _Hlk205884757]MCLAUGHLIN DISC GOLF PRESENTATION
 Neal Owings Park & Public Buildings Director & Logan Harpool discussed redesigning improvements to the Disc Golf Course at McLaughlin Park. Harpool stated with this redesign this course will only have 14 baskets.  Harpool stated that all 14 baskets have sponsors.  Although this course is for families and beginners.  Logan stated that fund raisers can be held with this improvement.  Owings stated that staff would be helping with this project. Reid moved to approve partnership with Logan Harpool for fundraising for disc golf improvements at McLaughlin that will include the proposed course redesign, installation of new baskets and Signage. Motion seconded by Colbert.  Vote: yea; unanimous.  Opposed; None   Motion carried. 

D. ORDINANCE 1442-26; REZONE 135 N ASH
Community Development Director Fiedler presented this re-zone for 135 N Ash from R-1B to R-2. The planning and zoning commission recommended approval of the zoning change at their meeting on February 24, 2026, after receiving the staff recommendation for approval and hearing public comments.  Scriven moved to approve motion to approve for 1st reading Ordinance 1442-26 to re-zone 135 N Ash from R-1B to R-2. Anderson moved to approve rezone.  Motion seconded by Reid. Vote: yea; Colbert, Anderson, Gregory, Reid, Scriven, Daniels and Stamm Opposed; Evans Motion carried. 

E. MAIN STREET VALLEY CENTER
Chris Strunk gave updates on the year 2026. Main Street is requesting $10,000 for the year 2026.  Strunk stated that they had $245,000 in private investments.  Banners will also be placed on North Meridian. Eggleston stated that the hornet flags will be removed from Memorial Day to Veterans Day to make room for the veteran banners.  Clint Miller is looking for directions from the council as he stated that council has asked that advertising to be a priority.  Carrithers stated that no requests have been received for other reoccurring donations at this time.  Anderson asked the council to rank the importance of the donation given in the prior year.  Daniels asked if Main Street Valley Center is willing to help with the Historical Society, being that the building is located close to Main Street.    Reid stated that Main Street Valley Center was the most important of the normal requests.  Anderson made a motion to award funding of $9,000.00 to Main Street Valley Center.  Motion seconded by Gregory.  Vote: yea; unanimous.  Opposed; None   Motion carried. 

F. IRREVOCABLE LETTER OF CREDIT
City Administrator Kastens requested clarification from Council on the preferred options for partial releases of ILOC’s. Current resolution allows partial release at 35% COC then pro rata after that OR 75% lot sales.  Kastens stated the majority of the other cities in Sedgwick County (excluding the City of Wichita) are released based upon COC and reviewed with Council the financial/economic risks to the city relevant to the release values. Vale Pointe Developer Patrick Oehm shared that he has requested an ILOC with the understanding that 75% lot sales would be the allowable partial release.  Reid stated that the city should honor the agreement. This would honor a 75% release on ILOC’s approved with that language prior to a resolution amendment.  Daniels stated to honor what we have and to have staff clean up the ordinance.  Anderson requested a revised resolution based on the release of only a COC release to be brought to council next meeting. 

G. DISCUSSION OF CITY INSURANCE
Finance Director Miller has been in discussions with two insurance companies about City coverage. He presented the options for Council consideration. The City currently has EMC insurance through The Insurance Guys. The second option for insurance is with Midwest Public Risk through Conrade Insurance. Both companies are good options, but both also have unique risks and things to consider.  Miller stated that the process with EMC following this last hailstorm has not been good.  While Fiedler was the administrator with North Newton, he reported they received a claim check with MPR by the end of the week.  Reid stated her concerns with the potential increase from EMC in the next couple of years.  Stamm stated EMC has problems and many cities are leaving them.  Anderson, I agree with Matt.  Scriven stated he had a 40% increase from EMC on Le Venue. Stamm moved for the change to MPR for Insurance.  Motion seconded by Evans.  Vote: yea; unanimous.  Opposed; None   Motion carried. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
A. APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE – MARCH 17, 2026
B. PLANNING & ZONING BOARD MINUTES-FEBRUARY 24, 2026 
C. TREASURERS REPORT-JANUARY 2026
D. REVENUE AND EXPENSE REPORT JANUARY 2026
E. CHECK RECONCILIATION-JANUARY 2026
F. PUBLIC PROPERTIES & OUTDOOR SPACES BOARD-SSEPTEMBER 11, 2025
G. SENECA STREET CHANGE ORER #4
Anderson moved, seconded by Colbert, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Vote Yea:  Unanimous. Motion carried.

STAFF REPORTS
PARKS AND PUBLIC BUILDING DIRECTOR OWINGS
Owings announced his department is attempting to fix issues with the low spots at Main & Ash  

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR EGGLESTON
Eggleston stated Seneca is ahead of schedule.  Brush pile updates options will be bought in a future meeting.  

CITY CLERK/ HR DIRECTOR
Carrithers thanked the council for the last 10 ½ years and stated her last day is April 3, 2026.  Amanda Park has been promoted to the City Clerk/ HR Director.   

GOVERNING BODY REPORTS – 
COUNCILMEMBER COLBERT
The Veteran’s Mobile Outreach Van is here in the city Hall parking lot today and tomorrow.  
COUNCILMEMBER SCRIVEN
Congratulations Kristi and Amanda. Thanked Miller for work on Insurance options.
COUNCILMEMBER REID
Thank you, Kristi.  Cyndra, thank you for the detailed explanations on LOC.
COUNCILMEMER ANDERSON 
Thank you, Kristi.  
COUNCILMEMBER GREGORY
Thank you, Kristi.  Congratulations Amanda.  Encouraged everyone to read through the information from the LEPC.  She is a member of this committee.   
COUNCILMEMBER DANIELS
Thank you, Kristi.  
COUNCILMEMBER EVANS
Thank you, Kristi.  

Stamm moved to adjourn, second by Evans. Vote Yea: Unanimous. 

ADJOURN -  

The meeting adjourned at 8:52 PM.

                                                           ______________________________________________ 
          		                                     Amanda Park, City Clerk



